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One Must Book 


May 7 


White, Theodore H. Morrow 
THE MOUNTAIN ROAD $3.95 


* An absorbing reading experience, this gripping story of a tumultuous, 
maddening, harrowing week when the Chinese, young and old, paupers and scholars, 
sick and well, blocked the roads of escape as the Japanese pushed forward, set upon 
one last victory in seizing the motor supply route which would sever one part of 
China from the area controlled from Chungking. Philip Baldwin was a.desk man, a 
staff major, an engineer whose knowledge of construction made him valuable in the 
role of commanding a unit set on demolition. Thrust upon him is an unwelcome part; 
he must learn to manipulate men as well as machines, and that against opposition, 
suspicion, the odds of danger in a nebulous cause. Then there were the Chinese, as 
dangerous to his unit as were the approaching Japanese. Delays were their meat; 
they achieved them by blanketing decisions in courtesy. Baldwin was no politician- 
but his interpreter, Collins, was - and Baldwin learned the hard way. And in the 
end, Collins paid the ultimate price for the weak spot of sentiment and humanity 
in his armor. The reader lives through these days and nights; sees the ghastly 
horde of terrified refugees; knows that each mile has its penalty, that bridges must 
go, roads be destroyed, towns evacuated and wiped out, and finally a vast dump of 
military supplies, poured into China by the Americans, the British, the French, must 
go up in a supreme sacrifice. All- to block the Japanese. Baldwin makes mistakes - 
and pays for them in self-torture. He loses the confidence of the two Chinese who 
are thrust upon him- they find that the gulf between Chinese and Americans is too 
deep. The heady wine of power takes hold - and remorse is no solution. But the 
goal is won, and Baldwin has his men with him at the last. There's eloquent revela- 
tion here of the dilemma of China, that dilemma that made Communism almost inevitable 
as an answer to lack of discipline. But this is not only a poignant portrait of a 
people; it is enthralling reading, given authority by the weight of the man who 
wrote Thunder Out of China and Fire in the Ashes. As we go to press comes the news 
that again his book is a Book of the Month selection - for June. (1C:58-6394) 


One Dark Horse 
May 1 


Gardner, Mona Doubleday 
HONG KONG $4.50 


* Report repeated from the December lst issue, as follows: "A many faceted 
story of what is commonly known as the ‘Opium War' when American and British 
merchants reaped fortunes smuggling opium into Chinese ports, and paid tribute in 
fantastic figures to maintain their precarious hold on Chinese trade. Tea was the 
one sustaining factor, with silks and porcelains and numerous other 'covers' for the 
real trade in opium. This is an absorbingly interesting story, based on the factual 
record of the struggle. Gill Bennett, younger brother of the tea merchant, Tad 
Bennett, Macao-based, comes out to China to break the news that he has closed out 
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the business at home. He learns on landing that his brother is dead- his own future 
uncertain. Determined to make a quick fortune and cocky over his presumed success in 
taking advantage of opening wedges, he disdains advice from Manning, a senior operator, 
and from others- and soon gets way beyond his depth, caught in the intricacies and 
trickeries of the Chinese, the Portuguese, and others vastly more experienced. Woven 
into the story are segments of the Chinese court life, with its hierarchy, its duplicity, 
its exquisiteness, its sadism. The Celestial One schemes to acquire yet greater riches 
to satisfy his taste for the fine arts. And his concubines turn to their means of 
trickery to achieve the goals they've set themselves. One particular concubine, Lady Li, 
provides a new approach; she uses her gifts of poetic expression, her culinary arts and 
wiles, her sound business sense- to build up security until the moment when she achieves 
escape. Other facets of the story- an intricate one- concern the minor officials, the 
mandarins, the factors- all seeking riches, safety, power- and stooping to incredible 
bestiality and crookedness to get their way. And backgrounding the whole plotting, 
scheming, double-dealing picture, there is a way of life that at its peak is ultra 
civilized- and at its depth incredibly sordid. There is adventure- romance- history; some 
of the characters are authentic figures- and the culmination in the destruction of the 
imperial battle fleet by two English vessels, with Hong Kong, a rocky, useless harbor 
island as the reward, contributes an aspect of East-West relations in which neither side 


can boast of its role. (10:58-5938)" 
And Three for the Money 


Surely popular, both on the basis of the earlier success- and the dependable follow- 
through of this- A SUMMER PLACE by Sloan Wilson (Simon & Schuster); publisher publicity 
may put over James Garrett's AND SAVE THEM FOR PALLBEARERS (Messner); and a well-above- 
average newcomer, lan Stuart Black, with good entertainment in THE PASSIONATE CITY 
(Viking). The mystery section, too, offers some good buys. See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 


March 17 


Callender, Julian Vanguard 
ST. DINGAN'S BONES $3.50 


Ballydingan is a small village on the shores of Connemara, Eire, which takes 
its name from the humble (and obscure) St. Dingan of the fifth century. Ballydingan is a 
backwater town; its people like it that way. Its quiet was violently disturbed when, on 
the 30th of May, the feast of St. Joan of Arc, the five Conneelly children were vouchsafed 
a vision of St. Brigid in the garden of the Holy Trinity Church (Protestant). That the 
Catholic children's usual attraction to Holy Trinity was only the garden strawberries was 
forgotten in the especial favor granted them. St. Brigid's message- "St. Dingan's bones 
lie under these stones", the discovery by the children of an appropriately aged relic, and 
subsequent miraculous cures attributed to the presence of the bone put the once retreat- 
like Ballydingan in a class with Lourdes, or so the papers said. Before a scholar could 
demolish the faith-full facade by informing the proper authorities that St. Dingan was 
buried at Kildare, not Ballydingan, events had grown most un-Ballydingan-like. Possession 
of the relic was disputed, the British newspapers were having a field day and finally, the 
Conneelly dog ran off with the bone. A fanciful, humorous excursion (pilgrimage?). Total 
effect: a surfeit of whimsy. (LC:58-9250) 


April l 
Roberts, Cecil Coward -McCann 
LOVE IS LIKE THAT $3-75 
The stories of some English ("who have forgotten how to die") on the Italian 
Riviera are sparked off when the chaplain, by an embarrassing mistake, reads The Song 
of Solomon for the lesson. Sir Aubrey Wellington, after two unfortunate marriages, finds 
love in his sixties: Mrs. Callender has killed her retarded son; nonagenarian Crackenthorpe 
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had eloped with a nun and known marriage built on her serenity; a spinster takes 
a dreamed-of trip to Italy- to be caught up in her niece's romantic marriage to 
Sir Aubrey. Here, along with the distaste for "high-powered cars conveying low- 
mannered people", is a network of gossip, a gallant stand of those too old or too 
poor to go home, of autumn's rebellion against wintry death...through the happen- 
ings of the youth that led to age. Lingering and fond, this banks its sentiment- 
ality high. (1C:58-6936) 


April 7 
Loomis, Edward Ballantine 
END OF A WAR $3.50 


A first novel, admittedly autobiographical is concerned in part with the 
induration of a soldier- under stress, and perhaps more with his own troubled exam- 
ination of himself in relation to the violence the war imposes on a more sensitive 
spirit. The scene is Holland- and Germany- just before the "end of a war" and the 
soldier is George Leggett. He finds a certain comradeship- of circumstances shared- 
with the men in his company with whom he would otherwise have nothing in common; he 
learns that he is capable of violence- and an unthinking hatred of "the enemy" which 
in later months he regrets; a stay in the hospital- after he wins the Purple Heart- 
returns him to the front where for a time he is increasingly fearful and tense, and 
at a later interval he withdraws altogether but recognizes that it is more "suffering' 
than "sickness"; he experiences and indulges his lust for women- almost any woman- 
and assaults a German girl without compassion; and in the last weeks, he tries to 
reconcile his sudden, changing emotional reflexes with his return to the world of 
the civilian..... It is all unquestionably sober and sincere but it is also rather 
dispirited and fails to contact or commit the reader. Limited. 


’ 


Weinreb, Nathaniel Norsen Putnam 
THE COPPER SCROLLS $3.95 


Kandane, the handsome slave apprentice to goldsmith Corbo of Antioch, is 
a skilled craftsman, a wit and a womanizer who as the protege of Roman Senator Galba 
is receiving a gentleman's education. Grateful as he is to Galba and Carbo, he longs 
for gold to buy his freedom and erase the dishonor of his unknown parentage. When 
Corbo is commissioned by the Essene Jews of Qumran to make and engrave copper scrolls, 
Kandane is delighted because Qumran is: reputed to be a store-house of treasures. 
Kandane learns the whereabouts of the riches since this is what he is commissioned 
to engrave, but through his friendship for the leader of the Essenes and his love for 
the beautiful Jewess Lia, he forsakes his purpose, hides the scrolls in caves to save 
them from the Romans destroying Qumran on their way to Jerusalem, and marries Lia. 
The chief interest of this novel, which is equipped with the standard requisites of 
warring, wenching and spicy pagan rites, is the picture it gives of the religious 
community now famous since the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls. (LC:58-8064) 


Wilson, Sloan Simon & Schuster 
A SUMMER PLACE $h .50 


If that was The Man In The Gray Flannel Suit this is the boy in the chinos 
and loafers for, although the original problem is the background of Sylvia and 
Bart Hunter's marriage, the development works through teenage Johnny Hunter and his 
love for Molly. On Pine Island, off Maine, the same families summered through the 
years and Sylvia, a visitor, had learned to look down on Ken Jorgenson, a tutor 
and lifeguard,and had married Bart. When there was no money she had gone to live 
on the island and run the Hunter house as an inn. Ken, determined to show Sylvia, 
has meantime achieved a fortune, a wife and a daughter, Molly - and returns to the 
island for a vacation. He and Sylvia face their old love, determine on divorces 
and set up a tough situation for Molly, whose mother misses no chance to vilify Ken 
and the Hunters, and for Johnny, who feels that his mother has rejected him. In- © 
articulately, Molly and Johnny lose their lineliness with each other, manage to see 
each other, and, visiting Sylvia and Ken in Florida, become lovers. When Johnny 
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learns she is pregnant, his desperate efforts to see her, to marry her and face the 
world, send them to Ken and Sylvia who diminish the obstructions set by Bart and Molly's 
mother, stand by their children and send them to the island to work out their own lives. 
The confusion of divorce on teen agers, the split of loyalties, the questions of guilt 
and frustrated responsibility, and the issues for adults and their children- these are 
well worked again into a story whose flaws will not mitigate against its popular appeal. 


(LC :58-7506 ) 
April 10 


Chidsey, Donald Barr Crown 
HIS MAJESTY'S HIGHWAYMAN $3.50 


A to-do about Thomas Savage, an unworldly student mistaken for the bloody Henry 
Tewkes and condemned to death, snatches him from a Tyburn hanging, compels him to imper- 
sonate his double and, in usurping Tewkes' reputation, brings him a chance for the King's 
pardon. Through actress Molly Evans, Lord Seares hires him to hold up the Duke of 
Cumberland for papers important to William Pitt; through his impersonation he is the 
target for paid bullies; he is driven to take on a boxing match and a duel; he has to 
confront blind Fielding, founder of the new police system; he is bound to find Molly's 
kidnaped son and get his revenge on Tewkes. And, successful on all counts, he is free to 
head for the New World, with her, for a new life. A run through of 1755 in England, this 
settles for canvas and greasepaint rather than three dimensions. (LC 358-8323) 


April 14 


Hastings, Michael McGraw-Hill 
THE GAME $3.00 


Another precocious debut (Michael Hastings wrote this at 19) records some 
scattered sequences in the life of a fourteen years''’ old West Indian boy- in England- 
with a certain highstrung sensibility. The flux of thoughts - and feelings- give the 
book what little substance it has, and there is considerable horror, as well as invention 
and imagination, in this boy's world, particularly effective in its description of a 
mentally deficient child in an empty garden next door. The boy himself is the victim of 
disability, and he has seizures (epileptic?), and is finally exposed before the children 
with whom he plays. They do many things together; rag the organist, Pritchett; shoot off 
fireworks; and along with their childish games- there is the first experimentation with 
sex. All of this combines to reproduce a child's world- variable, tentative, elusive, 
all of which apply to the book itself. Limited. 


Garrett, James Messner 
AND SAVE THEM FOR PALLBEARERS $3.95 


The hero of this novel of the Infantry is S/Sgt. Peter Donatti who landed in 
France on D-Day and is wounded in a senseless attack on the Siegfried Line. Sent to a 
hospital outside Paris, he falls in love with nurse Abby Winslow. Although Peter is 
scheduled to be sent back to the States, they both know he will rejoin his company and 
they enjoy a five day idyll in the Normandy countryside. Peter gets back to his outfit 
in time for the Battle of the Bulge and is brutally killed while attacking a German 
machine gun nest. Borrowing its plot structure from The Naked and the Dead, its romance 
from A Farewell to Arms, and its outlook from 41/1 Quiet on the Western Front, this novel 
presents a large gallery of characters through action and flashback. The writing is 
second-rate particularly in the love scenes, but the novel is swift in pace and stunning 
in emotional impact chiefly because of its savagely realistic picture of how men fight and 
die in combat. Bringing up the big guns of publicity and promotion for an all-out attack, 
the publishers have high hopes for this- and they may well be rewarded. (1C:58-6014) 
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April 18 


de la Brete, Jean Vanguard 
MY UNCLE AND THE CURE $3.50 


. 


This small, provincial period romance which was written pseudonymously 
and published before the turn of the century in France where it has been reprinted 
innumerable times (many here will remember it as a classroom classic) is now trans- 
lated into English for the first time. Even many years later, it still retains its 
youthful charms, its innocence and disconcerting candor, as it confides- in the 
first person- the story of Reine, consigned, when orphaned, to the care of her aunt- 
"the most disagreeable woman that I have ever known" and the peaceable if sometimes 
reproachful Cure who came to give her lessons. Isolated in an old house, Reine 
makes her research of love (the novels of Walter Scott) and men- much to the dis- 
comfiture of the Cure, until her aunt's death takes her to live with her uncle where 
she goes out into society and falls in love with her distant cousin- Paul de Conprat- 
and finally wins his heart... An unaffectedly sentimental story- few will not feel 
secoalay toward its petite and pretty heroine. It is a very pleasant trifle. (LC: 
29-92 


April 24 


Gregoire, J. A. John Day 
TWENTY-FOUR HOURS AT LE MANS $3.75 3 


A novel based on the 1954 race at Le Mans is triggered by the concentration 
and furious acceleration of a test such as this- its men as well as machines- and is 
particularly effective in its technically knowledgeable account of the great speed 
classic. Maller, a designer-manufacturer of some fifty years experience (and the 
future cf his firm depends on the outcome of this race) has entered the first French 
turbocar- with Roger Giraud as his best driver. During the twenty-four hour ordeal, 
Giraud looks back over the personal failure of his life, and much of his uneasiness 
is apparent to Maller when he gets behind the wheel. But he is just as sensitive to 
the imperfections of the car---the left brake has a certain pull and there is a 
telltale knock in the engine. Even so, as the race draws to,a close and Maller sees 
that the restrictions on speed are lifted, Maller also refuses to lose the time it 
will take to change a faulty axle and is responsible for the crash which costs him 
his victory, his car and his driver..... The press-on-regardless in the expectation 
of disaster, the suicidal risks in an accident-prone profession, and speed- with its 
demon fascination, all of this lends an unquestionable momentum. Earlier books, the 
Hans Ruesch, Paul Boles, for instance may have defined the market. (10 :58-7469) 


7 April 25 


Atwell, Lester Simon & Schuster 
PRIVATE $5.00 


This, which the publishers call neither a novel nor a diary but with 
qualities of both, is a day-to-day recording of the life of infantry soldiers, of 
the privates - those without responsibilities. It follows one company from the 
Battle of the Bulge (a phrase they learned later) to V-E day, through the Saar Valley, 
Belgium, Luxembourg, the Siegfried Line and across the Rhine. Atwell's is a record 
in minutiae, centering around the aid stations which followed the front combat lines: 
the cowardice, the thieving, cringing fear, the sought-for "million dollar wounds" 
which would, for the individual, end the war, the men who shot themselves, the 
deserters, the phoney officers, the sham awards, the callous murder of prisoners, 
the heroism demanded of those who survived, the subsequent lethargy of the occupation. 
The final chapter is a reunion in the States of the remaining "C" Company in which 
they attempt to recall the circumstances of the war, and which, they realize, have no 
meaning apart from it. "Each man fought his own battle." A grim recounting, which, 
in its incessant structure of horrors, with each succeeding ghastly apex, evokes 
response in diminishing returns. (LC:58-6278) 
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April 28 


Condon, Richard Appleton-Century-Crofts -— 
. THE OLDEST CONFESSION $4.50 


This unusual novel deals with the problems of love, sin and guilt within the 
framework of a crime novel and comedy of manners. James Bourne, an American business- 
man turned master criminal, his beautiful young wife and a French art forger have worked 
for several years on the job of stealing three paintings from the Duquesa de Cortes. 

But they are tricked by one of their acquaintances and what started out as a battle of 
wits turns into a tragedy in which three people are murdered. Witty in style, dramatic 
in plot, The Oldest Confession presents- in addition to an exciting and intricate story, 
a gallery of interesting people and a wonderful picture of modern Spain. For the dis- 
criminating reader looking for something different. (LC:58-8662) 


Owens, William A. Putnam 
FEVER IN THE EARTH $h .50 


"There's a mark on the land- a fever in the earth. The evil is on the people"- 
the many people who were attracted by the fantastic potential of oil- in Texas- the 
leasehawkers, promoters, speculators, the boomers, the suckers, and the riffraff who came 
to these ragtowns on the edge of nowhere. Among them were "Bo" Carrington, from Tennessee, 
who proved to be the best driller down there; Preacher John Ivens, who traveled into 
Beaumont with him; and Gaither Ware, a schoolteacher from Louisiana, who came to join her 
uncle who set her to singing in a saloon. As the months pass, Gaither is used- and loses 
all she has earned- by her uncle in his shady speculations, while Bo, with Preacher, and 
two other men, raise the money for their rig, endure all kinds of setbacks, go on to wild- 
cat in a new territory and see their wells come in- and come in big. Gaither marries Bo ee 
who drives hard- and is driven by his need to go on and on- and, while it is no life for 
a woman, endures it with him, but is unable to keep him from killing himself in a reckless 
attempt to save a burning well.... Oil gives Mr. Owens' novel- as well as his characters- 
its impetus, authenticates the action, and lends a vigor to the spectacle of what took 
place in Beaumont some years ago. (L1C:58-7452) 


April 29 


Sandys, Michael Pantheon 
CRUEL EASTER $3-75 


This novel is unsuccessful for the same reason that so many stories of the 
Irish partition, the "troubles" - the economic, religious, cultural division of the 
country - are unsuccessful; they attempt too much. Desmond Farquahar was a renegade- 
from family, church, state. The "organization" in its raids on British installations 
across the northern border provided for him the means of releasing his pent-up hatred. 
Everyone in the "organization" was there for different reasons: "Bull", the sadist, 
Sylvester, the Communist, Joey, because he worshipped Desmond, and Matt, because his 
love of country permitted him no compromise. The "organization" is finally smashed 
through betrayal, duplicity of motivation, but in the process Desmond (Dezzy) falls in 
love with Ismena Robinson, a northern Protestant who had, for love of him, also forsaken 
family. The author attempts to convey the confirmation of their love through the larger 
affirmation and promise of the Easter meaning. The effort is as unconvincing as the 
total work. (1C:58-8264) ee 
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April 30 


Taylor, David Lippincott 
SYCAMORE MEN $3.95 


The Southern Campaign of the 1780's is the background for Dixon Blakely's 
activities under orders from Washington to make every effort to unite the scattered 
commands - and under his heart's dictates to marry Jewel May Ward. With Francis 
Marion and the Irregulars, he helps to harry the British, to fight at Kings Mountain, 
to keep relentless, constant pressure on Cornwallis, to disarm Tarleton's dragoons, 
to sneak inside Charleston and bring out hundreds of pounds of much needed gunpowder, 
and to marry, after the battle at Eutaw Springs, his love. For Jewel May, at first 
distrusted by Marion because of her father's Toryism, becomes a trusted ally, and, 
through her medical training under Dr. Pindell, is able to follow his command to 
care for the sick and wounded - even Dixon when he is hurt. This carefully traces 
the will-o'-the-wisp tactics of the rebel forces, cross sections the incidents, 
British and American, throughout South Carolina, bloodhounds the battlefields and 
takes the pulse of the ebb and flow of military victories for a solid piece of 
history in fiction form. 


May 5 


Lewis, Ada Cook ; Rinehart 
THE LONGEST NIGHT $3.95 


.-eis the Eve of St. Bartholomew which is the climax of this spirited 
novel about Gervase d'Este, a cousin of the Catholic leader Henri de Guise, who 
falls in love with Thalia d'Aire, a Huguenot girl, and rescues her family from the 
Protestant massacre in Paris and the countryside. Catherine de Medici is the 
villain of this above-average historical novel which is at its best when describing 
the dissolute court of Charles Valois, the colorful cruel Paris of the sixteenth 
century, and the events leading up to the fateful night that is a shameful land- 
mark in religious bigotry. (LC:58-7245) 


May 7 


Elliott, George P. Beacon 
3 PARKTILDEN VILLAGE $3.50 


Parktilden Village is a modern apartment development in Berkeley, 
California, where Peter Hazen, an emotional and intellectual drifter, now finds him- 
self- on the same floor with the Devereux- Jefferson Devereux- a professor- and 
Eleanor, his attractive wife for whom he had "baby sat" some years before. Now 
Jacqueline Devereux, his former charge, is fully and nicely developed and introduces 
him to her coterie of hot rod aficionados when Peter, a sociologist of sorts, decides 
to do a paper on this phase of American life. Jackie offers other interests as well- 
and Eleanor is sufficiently uneasy to decide to send her to New York- to study music. 
Peter seduces her, the night before she leaves, but once away, accepts Eleanor's more 


“Mature charms. Jackie comes home for Christmas and when Peter's embroilment with her 


mother is exposed- runs away leaving all three of them- Jefferson- Eleanor and Peter- 
wretched in their guilt by design or by default.... A first novel (Elliott has already 
had some recognition as a short story writer, is a Hudson Review fellowship winner) 
this keeps its- and the reader's distance- from its characters and documents their 
bewildering behavior. At best, it is a sterile form of satire. (Q) (1C:58-6231) 
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May 7 


Gutterson, Herbert Morrow a 
THE LAST AUTUMN $3.50 


The suicide of a youngster, Tommy Conway, at a New England boys' boarding 
school, contributes some unpleasant truths as well as consequences to the members of the 
faculty. For while all realize that Tommy, whose mother had died, is the direct casualty 
of an objectionably aggressive father, they also- having been aware that the boy was very 
alone- and very unhappy- are guilty of a certain negligence. Follensbee, the science 
master on the field trip on which the death has occurred, is particularly responsible 
and considers himself so. Justin Kendrick, top man on the faculty, shrewd and expedient, 
makes it clear from the beginning that Tommy's death will be considered an "accident" and 
no more- and all know of Kendrick's interest in the donation Conway, Sr.,has promised the 
school. Younger Alan Richards, hotly indignant, is determined that nothing be concealed. 
So when Conway arrives at the school, to make his angry accusations, Kendrick silences 
Richards, permits Follensbee's resignation, and allows Conway slowly to reach the painful 
revelation of his failure- as a father- by himself, but prevents its public confirmation 
which would make it unbearable.... An equivocation with conventional ethics, this contends 
that "the truth is not always the right answer for people", proves it- and in so doing 
provides an incisive drama. (LC:58-8004) 


May le 
Moravia, Alberto Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
TWO WOMEN $4.95 


-+++ Of Rome, a mother and a daughter, leave the city to find personal safety 
in the country during the war- and to wait for their rescue by the British troops. Donna 
Cesine, a widow, a shopkeeper, of considerable self-respect as well as shrewd, peasant 
practicality, is also a devoted mother- and Rosetta, her daughter, has been well-protected 
over and above her innate and rather exceptional piety and purity. They spend many months 
in the mountains in hibernation- and comparative isolation, except for their contact with 
Michele, a young man of anti-Fascist, anti-religious sentiments. Completely indifferent 
to the outcome of the war- over and above that it should terminate as quickly as possible- 
life is limited by their one need and one concern- food. Finally the long awaited English 
advance brings some unexpected results. They leave the village- and in the next one, in 
a church, Rosetta is raped by a group of Moroccan soldiers. "Acquiring a taste for what 
had been imposed on her by force", she goes on to become the willing whore of any man- 
the coarse Clorindo, the black marketeer, Rosario, and when Rosario is shot down- Cesine 
steals his money so that the two of them- one a thief, one a prostitute- make their return 
to the city..... Far from the intimate sensuality of his earlier books, except in its 
closing chapters, this is rather a closely particularized documentation of the war in its 
side effects on those left behind, and it is achieved with irony and an even greater 
realism. (Q) (1C0:58-7439) 


Ariss, Jean Harper 
THE QUICK YEARS $3.75 


Joseph is the central and dominating figure of this story, told by the grand- 
daughter, Sharon, who has a passionate conviction that they belong together. To Joseph, 
possession is the breath of life; he resents all of his sons-in-law, he accepts Grand- 
mother and the utter devotion of a lifetime (he married her when she was fifteen- and 
she bore him a dozen children)- and still has room for Sharon, who wanted no part of her 
parents' lives. The story is told in erratic stream of consciousness, shifting from 
present to past without transitions (which makes it often a guessing contest between a 
author and reader). By the story's end -with Sharon married to Reuben, whose Judaism 
brought her back into the faith of Joseph)- one has had the twenty seven years of Joseph's 
marriage. Despite his arrogance, his irritability, his irascible tempestuous inconsistency, 
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Joseph somehow rings true. Though the setting is a California farm, there is 
something here that recalls the immense vitality of Old Jules- and it is as ines- 
capably American in its essence. (1LC:58-6167) 


May 13 


Solinas, Franco Dutton 
SQUARCIO, THE FISHERMAN $2.75 


A novella, in translation from the Italian, has a lean vigor and strips 
down the life of an island fisherman who dynamited- illegally- for his catch, and, 
while the most skillful of his generation, knew that the "eventualities are risks 
accepted from the start”. Enjoying his evasion of the tenacious coastguards- 
particularly the foolish, frustrated Gaspare- it is not until he is fifty that 
Squarcio faces the loss of his living and eventually his life. About to be caught, 
he is forced to sink his boat; the payments on his home cannot be met; and only 
much later, when he can secretly salvage his motor and buy another boat, does he go 
out on the last fatal expedition..... Solinas invests a certain excitement as well 
as an air of inevitability in this small story which will be difficult to place- 
particularly with its alien setting. (LC:58-7819) 


Frede, Richard Random House 


ENTRY E 5 20 $3.50 

The Princeton game weekend at Hayden University brings an area of deci- 
sion to Ed Bogard, a junior whose play-safe code, worked out according to slide 
rule, is at variance with "The Third Person" which carries on mental arguments 
against such gutless living. Behind in his work, without a girl, Bogard determines 
to give the weekend to catching up but with Red River Dawson, a cowboy satyr, 
amiable Gordy, dangerously critical Trent- and others- separately and in combination- 
his time is used up - in drinking, bulling, and eventually in taking a stand when 
the boys decide on a "gang-bang" with a girl out cold on grain alcohol and Benzedrine. 
Determined not to rat. to the police, Bogard fights to stop it, tries to get help 
and, when the rape party is over, gets a doctor's advice in taking care of the girl 
and sends her home. Monday finds him in the Dean's Office, with the others, but, 
not like the others, he is permitted to resign rather than to be dismissed and finds 
that indifference based on a lot of Don'ts will not balance out the necessity of Do's 
rooted in convictions. A study that considers understandingly the ambivalence of 
immaturity, this speaks openly of undergraduate attitudes and feelings and intri- 
cately meshes subconscious and conscious approaches to immediate problems for sym- 
pathetic readers. (Q) (LC:57-10034) 


May 14 v 


Downes, Anne Miller Lippincott 
KATE CAVANAUGH / $395 


A woman who maintains her integrity in spite of temptations is Kate, given 
the name of Haskell by the farmer who kept her when she was abandoned on his door- — 
step, and in getting away from the slights and slurs of working for her living 
makes her way to wealth. She is partnered by David Hutchinson, come from Wales to 
live with the Haskells, for with their deaths it is he who is the heir, not Kate; 
and, sharing his bequest, they start a wholesale business which brings them their 
fortune. Kate's marriage to Jimmy Cavanaugh starts well, brings her two children 
and then is not enough, for Jimmy has a wandering eye for the ladies and the children 
find her old-fashioned. In planning her dream house she works with architect John 
Wisner and this is her real romance, with no hope of fulfillment, for John is married 
to a cripple and Kate has her family. Becoming involved in the lives of others, 


' seeing her daughter married and the house finished, Kate takes on another worthwhile 


project - an orphanage. Upstate New York is the setting for a life of virtue in a4 
conservative woman's novel. (LC:58-8672) 
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Kellner, Esther Appleton-Century-Crofts @ 
MARY OF NAZARETH $3.95 


The story of the mother of Jesus is retold in all piety and pictures the 
wonder and humbleness, the torment and the fears that she knew throughout her son's life. 
As a girl of fourteen and unwed, she knows happiness when Joseph, the carpenter, also of 
the royal house of David, asks to marry her; she knows too, that the marvel of the 
Annunciation will demand all his love and understanding. The journey to Bethlehem, the 
birth in the stable, the flight into Egypt and the meeting with the Little Robber, have 
their ending in the return home to Nazareth where the little family can live as others do. 
But the boy's unusual development, the growing dedication to his destiny,- and, as a man, 
the power and influence he achieves, leave Mary with the foreknowledge of prophecies to 
be filled, and finally to stand a lonely watch as his way leads to the cross. A sensitive 
feeling for the customs and traditions of the times, for the geography of the country and 
sights of the cities, a sense of definite character to those in Jesus' life, this gives 
a human touch to a familiar story. (1C:58-8502) 


Derleth, August Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
THE HOUSE ON THE MOUND $4.50 


Starting with the birth of his son in 1848, this historical novel set in 
Wisconsin deals with the last twenty years of Hercules Dousman, the hero of the author's 
previous novel, Bright Journey. Merchant, fur trader, man of affairs, Hercules' chief 
concern during these years is with his illegitimate son Georges Brunet, whose existence 
he learns of at the beginning of the novel. Although there is ample material here for 
several novels, this story of a frontier in the throes of becoming civilized, and of the 
many kinds of people affected by the march of America westward, never comes to life. * 
Overly detailed, plodding in pace, this effort though worthwhile in theme makes dull 
reading. 




















Habe, Hans Frederick Fell 
THE DEVIL'S AGENT $3.95 





The author of Off Limits offers here, in the form of a memoir which becomes a 
diary, the story of a professional spy. George Droste, a native of Vienna, a picaresque, 
debonair fellow who has convinced himself that he is something of a Machiavellian, is 
accidentally drawn into the secret services of both the U.S. and Russia in Vienna. At 
the beginning Herr Droste considers himself a sort of superior being, who, being disengage 
from causes, can, without compunction, use the secret services as an intellectual adven- 
ture, as a game of wits. He is sent on what would be for a lesser man- a series of highly 
complex and dangerous missions. Only when he falls in love with Nora Guldendag, former 
wife of a Swedish diplomat, does his attitude toward the secret services change. Her con- 
tempt for espionage work sparks in him the conflict about his dual duplicity which eventu- 
ally becomes his fatal downfall. Droste is too enmeshed in the devious operations of the 
secret services to be permitted his freedom. When it is learned that he is writing his 
memoirs as an agent that will serve as an expose of the secret services - their highly 
artificial trafficking in unreality - he is killed. An interesting idea which becomes mut- 
ed in the montage of events, decelerates into a functional dreariness. 












Berry, Ruth Muirhead Muhlenberg 

LONG IS THE WAY $3-75 ‘ 
‘Darthea Hendricks is caught in the change of moral standards following World 
War I, and not wishing to be thought a prude she has an affair with Jimmy, the fellow 
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college student she loves. The affair results not in Jimmy's giving up sophisti- 
cated Alice, but in a pregnancy. At first Darthea refuses Jimmy's marriage offer, 
but when she realizes he is sincere she accepts. Helped by understanding friends, 
their life goes well until the Depression. Then under the pressures brought 

about by this cataclysm, they realize their marriage has been going wrong because 
of mutual guilt feelings. Recognizing this fact they can now proceed with under- 
standing, sympathy and trust. Although not a religious novel in the sense of being 





sectarian or didactic, there is a preoccupation with religious matters in this rather 


naive and well-intentioned study of changing social mores that would seem to limit 
its appeal to the less worldly reader. 


May ? 


Murray, A. A. Vanguard 
THE BLANKET $3-50 


The clash between primitive Africa and civilized justice is tellingly 
illustrated when Chief Phimri orders his second son Lepontane and some of his tribe 
to perform the brutal ritual murder of an enemy. The intended victim, warned by 
his mistress, tricks Phimri's eldest son and he is murdered. Horrified, Lepontane 
tells the truth and becomes a King's witness, not realizing this gives him amnesty. 
Phimri and the murderers are hung and Lepontane, knowing the grief the old customs 
have brought to himself and his people, plans to be a chief according to civilized 
justice which seems to him the only humane way to live. Short, dramatic, and 
Simple, this book is both timely and timeless in its theme and presentation. (Lc: 
58-9246 ) J 

t, 

Black, Ian Stuart - Viking 

THE PASSIONATE CITY $3.95 


* .... is Rome, in 1940, and it provides a velvety montage for the romance 
of David Stuart, an English boy of 22 who has come there to teach, and Giannetta 
Caddacci, of a wealthy, prominent and powerful family. David, rather naive and 
negligible- certainly in the sphere in which the Caddaccis move- is surprised by 
the friendliness with which the Caddaccis respond to his interest in Giannetta, but 
as the weeks pass, he suspects that he is being used while not knowing quite how. 
While the international tension increases, and his romance intensifies into a hot- 
blooded if hopeless affair, his position becomes more and more parlous and the 
Caddaccis, having admitted their use of him, hurry him out of the country but pay 
a certain price when his involvement with Giannetta is exposed..... There are 
pleasant contrasts here- of innocents caught in an older game of intrigue- and they 
provide an exceedingly attractive entertainment. (LC:58-7403) - 


Violence— Coming Up 
April 3 


York, Jeremy Scribner 
SEEDS OF MURDER $2.95 


Revenge- by remote control- is almost accomplished with a youngster as 
its instrument- when Garstang murders the parents of Robin Bray, then encourages 
the boy to believe that it is his old enemy- Allen- who is responsible. Poisoning 
the child's mind with horror comics- and with hate- he almost achieves his sadistic 
ends.... New-style British, bare and brutal. (1C:58-7524) 
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April 8 


Roeburt, John Abelard -Schuman 
THE CLIMATE OF HELL $2.75 & 


Larry Stevens, a fisherman in Florida, is brainwashed into the identity of 
Kirk Reynolds, taken- by three men- to New York to live the life of a gilded bum, to 
renew his marriage with Laura, a lush, and to witness the murder of his presumed father- 
‘before his will is changed. Running away- to give himself up- he must finally face the 
revelation of his own responsibility in the situation to which his sick, truant conduct 
has led. Up from the pulps, loud and lewd and lurid. (1C:58-6756) 


April 45 22 


Overholser, Wayne Macmillan 
HEARN'S VALLEY $2.95 


Hugh Moberly's instinctive distrust and dislike of Vic Hearn, a ruthless 
range king, is well backed up when Hearn offers a job to Hugh's father- to get at his 
mother, kills off Sam Moberly, and sets four of his men on Hugh. Surviving the rough 
treatment, Hugh finds an ally in schoolteacher Clemens, loses him to Hearn's gun, but 
finally gets his long overdue revenge. Able and adamantine. (1LC:58-8158) 


nora 96 A \n\ 
x Morrow -Mill 


THUNDER ON THE RIGHT $3.50 


Stewart, Mary 


* Jennifer Silver, from Oxford, comes to the High Pyrenees to see her half cousin” Cy 
Gillian, now widowed, and has to adjust to Gillian's death when she reaches their 
rendezvous at the Convent of Our Lady of the Storms. There is more than one mystery- 
for it is not Gillian who has died and the mountains hold other secrets - for Jennifer 
to untangle before her visit and her romance have their ending. Pleasurable. (1C:58-8008) 














May ‘7 


Gardner, Erle Stanley Morrow 
THE CASE OF THE FOOT-LOOSE DOLL $2.95 





More than one double-take to the situation that Mildred Crest creates when she 
assumes the identity of Fern Driscoll, killed in an automobile accident, hounds Perry 
Mason when she first asks his help against blackmailing Harrod. Murder steps in with 
the facts of Fern's death, then Harrod's; icepicks are puss-in-the-cornered by Mason; 
and a topsy turvy of impersonations assures Mildred's innocence. Shifty. 5S. E£. P. 
serialization. (LC:57-10403) 

















May 9 


Howard, Leigh Simon & Schuster 
BLIND DATE $2.95 








* Del Monkton, a London newspaperman, makes.a rendezvous with a woman he knows 
as Katherine to find himself facing a posse of policemen- and a charge of murder- since 
the tenant of the apartment- a model- is dead on his arrival. Most uncommunicative, 
incriminatingly so, Del is reluctant to reveal his own relationship with Katherine who 
now proves unwilling to cooperate with the police and corroborate his story; her defection * 
does not diminish her attraction for him; and even when Inspector Northam reveals his 
innocence- but not hers- he is freed of everything- except his infatuation. An expert 
touch for an original situation. 




















a 
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May 14 


Maxfield, Henry S. : Harper 
LEGACY OF A SPY $3.50 


Bill Slater, known as Montague, the best agent in U. S. counterespionage, 
here becomes Bruce Carmichael, when he isn't Slater, to hunt down those responsible 
for the disappearance of Webber in the Consulate in Zurich who suspects Wyman of 
betraying information. Slater is trieked by the first move; headquarters in Kitz- 
buhel; attacks the enemy spy net organizationally; evades an assassin; skis to 
safety. Brisk. (LC:58-7302) 


May 7 2 


Davis, Dorothy Salisbury Scribner 
A GENTLEMAN CALLED 2 $2.95 


Tantalizing as last year's Death Of An Old Sinner, this retains lawyer 
Jimmie Jarvis and his housekeeper, Mrs. Norris, in the paternity case against 
Teddy Adkins, a deep rooted socialite. Jarvis' research tangles with murders and 
the many faces of a murderer of matrimony-minded women while Mrs. Norris becomes a 


sitting duck for Adkins' charms. Insidious indirection gives this a crafty glint. 
(LC :58-6220 ) 


REPRINTS For April 
BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) 


Brown, Fredric - THE SCREAMING MIMI Kanin, M. & F. - TEACHER'S PET 
Gilbert, Anthony - RIDDLE OF A LADY Short, Luke - FIDDLEFOOT 


(Each $.35) 
Anthony, Joseph - THE INVISIBLE CURTAIN Pierce, Glenn - THE TYRANT OF BAGDAD 
Beaumont, Charles - YONDER Robbins, Harold - NEVER LOVE A STRANGER 
Steinbeck, John - THE SHORT REIGN OF PIPPIN IV 
(Each $.50) 
Ferber, Edna - CIMARRON Lamb, Harold - CHARLEMAGNE 


DELL PUBLISHING (* First Editions - ** Great Mystery Series) 


(Each $.25) (Each $.35) 

Boileau & Narzejac - VERTIGO * Hamilton, Donald - THE BIG COUNTRY 
Halliday, Brett - WEEP FOR A BLONDE ** Hughes, Dorothy B. - RIDE THE PINK HORSE 
Keene, James - THE BRASS AND THE BLUE * Jessup, Richard - THE LOWDOWN 


Lowell, Juliet - DEAR DOCTOR 


Laurel Editions (Each $.50- Except where noted) 


Frank, Jeannette- THE MODERN MEAT COOKBOOK Miller, W.-Ed. - A HISTORY OF THE 

Marshack, Alexander- THE WORLD IN SPACE ($.35) UNITED STATES ($.75) 
Rolland, Romain - JEAN-CHRISTOPHE 

Shakespeare- HAMLET: THE TAMING OF THE SHREW: ROMEO AND JULIET: RICHARD III (Each $.35) 
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THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY (*Original) 
Signet (Each $.25) i» 


Cross, Beverley - THE NIGHTWALKERS Kane, Henry - HANG BY YOUR NECK 
Nye, Nelson - MAVERICK MARSHAL 




















(Each $.35) 


Bamm, Peter - INVISIBLE FLAG de Vries, Peter - THE TUNNEL OF LOVE 
* Caldwell, Erskine- THE SACRILEGE OF ALAN KENT Malamud, Bernard - THE ASSISTANT 
* Payne, Robert - THE BARBARIAN AND THE GEISHA 


Signet Key ($.35) - * Soule, George - THE SHAPE OF TOMORROW 


Mentor (Each $.50) 


Darwin, Charles- THE ORIGIN OF THE SPECIES James, William- THE VARIETIES OF RELIGIOUS 
new introduction by Jacques Barzun EXPERIENCE - new introduction by Sir Julian 
Huxley 


POCKET BOOKS (Each $.25 - * Original) 


Katcher, Leo - HARD MAN Latimer, Jonathan- THE LADY IN THE MORGUE 
* Knight, David - DRAGNET Mann, E. B. - SHOOTIN' MELODY 
Menen, Aubrey - THE ABODE OF LOVE 


Cardinal Editions (Each $.35) 


du Maurier, Daphne - THE SCAPHGOAT Grey, Zane - THE U. P. TRAIL 
Gardner, E.S.- THE CASE OF THE SUN BATHER'S Michener, James- TALES OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC * 
DIARY 


Giant Cardinal ($.50) - Asch, Sholem - MOSES 


Perma books 


(Each $.25) (Each $.35) 
* Drew, Lincoln - YELLOW ROPE Kubeck, James - THE CALENDAR EPIC 
Lacy, Ed - LEAD WITH YOUR LEFT * White, Pauline Arnold - RATE YOURSELF 


O'Malley, Bill - O'MALLEY'S NUNS 
POPULAR LIBRARY 
Giants (Each $.35) 






Arnothy, Christine - GOD IS LATE Eckert, Ralph G.- SEX ATTITUDES IN THE HOME 
Brand, Max - THE HAPPY VALLEY Evarts, Hal G. - THE MAN FROM YUMA 

Brown, Wenzell - THEY DIED IN THE CHAIR Locke, Charles 0. - THE HELL BENT KID 
Buckley, David - PRIDE OF INNOCENCE McMullen, Richard - AWAKE TO DARKNESS 






Nichols, Fan - I KNOW MY LOVE 
Special ($.50) - Kaye, M. M. - SHADOW OF THE MOON 


VIKING - Compass Books for April 1 


Amis, Kingsley - LUCKY JIM ($1.25) Lawrence, D.H.- SONS AND LOVERS ($1.65) 
Cowley, Malcolm- THE LITERARY SITUATION ($1.25) Schubert & Lapp - RADIATION ($1.25) 









Paperbound Portable ($1.45) - Lerner, Max - Ed. - VEBLEN 






Announcing for April 21 









Hendrick, Ives, M.D. 
FACTS AND THEORIES OF PSYCHOANALYSIS 






This is the third, revised and expanded edition of a standard work. 
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MUST BOOK 
April 9 
Gunther, John Harper 
Pre-publ.; $5.50 
INSIDE RUSSIA TODAY Post-publ.; $5.95 


* The emphasis is on today - as distinguished from Stalin's Russia, but today 
as rooted in yesterday, the Russia of the Czars (in a masterful capsule survey) as 
well as the Russia of the Revolution and thereafter. The leaders are here, major and 
minor figures of the politburo and its successor, the presidium; the pyramidal govern- 
ment structure in Moscow - and throughout the vast reaches of the republics at their 
different organizational and political levels - is skillfully analyzed. I don't re- 
member any book that I've read that handles this so concisely. Colorful highlights 
as a perceptive tourist would see it break the solid factual content, and the cities 
and their sights come into vivid being. This is Gunther's fourth visit to the Soviet, 
so from the initiation of the first five year plan on to the Russia of today, he has 
an unusual breadth of view. Further visits to the satellites,- specifically Poland, 
Hungary, Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia- make possible an interrelation of the Stalin 
setup- and the present slightly palliative situation, a slight rift evident. Sputnik I 
and II have inaugurated the Space Age and Russia holds the lead. He challenges our 
complacent and inept leadership- and the American people- to face the fact that this 
is an American defeat, and that we must know the what and why in Russia today that is 
responsible. We must recognize their accomplishments in education, in science, in 
technology, in a government dedicated to brilliant planning. Who or what runs Russia? 
What are the current trends? Is the New Look genuine? How much of actual Socialism 
survives? Is peaceful co-existence possible? These questions are boldly approached- 
and honestly answered; the changes that have taken place are explored; the significance 
behind the key speeches is tested; the good and the bad of the Stalinist era are taken 
into consideration; the clues to a new climate of opinion are sought; the importance 
of the palace revolution weighed. He accepts the evidence that indicates gain of power 
on the side of the military not as an indication of a desire for war, but of a shift 
in balance within the top leadership. The factors that make Russia a major factor to- 
day- and tomorrow- are summarized cogently; the failures and stupidities taken into con- 
sideration. And Gunther in stressing the dangers of losing the peace, urges the steps 
that Washington should take- and the vital importance in a new viewpoint and a deepen- 
ing understanding on the part of the American public. This book should provide an im- 
portant step to that end. Book of the Month for May. Illustrated with maps. (LC:58-8169 ) 


The Choice Is Extensive- Don't Miss These 


For merchandise- on the basis of its predecessor, Lillian Roth's BEYOND MY WORTH 
(Frederick Fell); for a contribution to modern history and biography- THE ORDEAL OF 
WOODROW WILSON by Herbert Hoover (McGraw-Hill); for sheer adventure- arctic-motivated, 
COME NORTH WITH ME by Bernt Balchen (Dutton). See pages following for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-fiction 
March 17 


Johnson, Thomas H.» /d. Harvard University Press 
THE LETTERS OF EMILY DICKINSON 3 vol. 3$25.00 


Imagery, cryptic abstraction, the sentient observation, the compression and 
distillation of language which stamped her poetry, echo in Emily Dickinson's corres- 
pondence -- in her letters to her world. It was a world she elected to keep small, 
particularly after her withdrawal- after thirty- into seclusion. A schoolgirl's en- 
thusiasm becomes more chastened in style as she communicates with the small circle of 
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family, friends and mentors whom she admitted to the vault of her interest and affection. 
Each letter's recipient, and the people and episodes referred to therein, are identified 
in footnotes. Her apostles will find that mystical symbolism of her poems mirrored again ee 
in her prose. There are photographs of her family and her home. Companion publication 
to the definitive The Poems of Emily Dickinson (1955). Boxed. (10:58-5594) 





March 19 


Symonds, George W.D. Morrow -Barrows 
THE TREE IDENTIFICATION BOOK $10.00 


* Here is "a new method for the praetical identification and recognition of trees", 
the author a landscape architect and naturalist, resident of Connecticut; the photographer 
(there are 1539 pictures), Stephen V. Chelminski, was a staff member on a leading magazine. 
At last it seems to me there is a foolproof book for the layman, based on visual presenta- 
tion of details essential for identification and recognition. The aim is to learn to 
observe such details as can be clearly seen, for identification purposes; and to familiar- 
ize onesself with features so that trees are recognizable for genus at a glance, and for 
species on closer observation. The real problem of subdivision of species into varieties 
is not the aim of this book, which is not intended primarily for the botanist. A simple 
section of instructions on how to use the pictorial keys for genus identification, and 
the master pages for species, makes this of value as a practical reference book. It is 
not intended as a field guide, as it measures roughly 9" x 11". Such features as leaves, 
flowers, fruit, buds, bark, etc. are grouped for comparative study. Odd factors are 
noted such as "sticky buds" - or "Most poplars have flat stems". The section on bark- 
showing the scale of the tree trunk, is the most comprehensive and efficient handling of 
the subject I have encountered, and is one of the factors that makes this a useful book 
at any season. From Maine to North Dakota, and south to Texas and northern Florida, this 
should prove an invaluable asset for private, public and school libraries. (LC:58-5359) 


March 26 





Costa, A. & Lockhart L. Praeger 
PERSIA $10.00 


Cameraman Costa focusses on 6000 years of Persian history and trips his shutter 
on mosque and minaret, plains and palaces -- panning for nearer views of weavers and 
fishermen, grazing sheep and stately dromedaries, yurts and impregnable desert citadels. 
From the eroded columns of Persepolis to the derricks of Iran's oilfields, under archways 
and through dynasties, the reader moves with the guidance of an introductory essay by 
Laurence Lockhart, professor of Oriental languages at Cambridge. There are 105 photo- 
graphs in black and white and five color plates plus a chronological tabular history. The 
jacket is in color. 


April 14 


Roth, Lillian Frederick Fell 
BEYOND MY WORTH $3.95 


A follow-up to her best-selling bottle-biography [’1// Cry Tomorrow, is again 
an emotionally unbuttoned memoir- but now, with success smiling through the tears, she is 
not forgetful of past troubles- her own and others. "The arrows still fly"- and she has 
her depressed periods, her dry jitters, and occasional hysterical blindness; she is very 
receptive to the woes of the world brought to her through the success of her book, and 
she shares her hard-learned lessons. And she tells alot about her comeback- in nightclubs, 
records, the making of the movie based on her book, her talks to groups- a hospital here, 
@ prison there, her appearance at the Persian Room, and finally her determination to become 
a straight dramatic actress- if possible. And after 46 years of living in hotels and 
apartments, there is the prized security of a home of her own- and the marriage she has 
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stabilized with Burt whom she met in A.A...... An encore, and one can question if the 
audience turn-out will be quite as strong; on the other hand there's a certain name 
value as well as a strong religious and regenerative upbeat. 


April 14 


Geismar, Maxwell Hill & Want 


$3.95 
AMERICAN MODERNS: From Rebellion to Conformity paper; $1.95 


This book is decidedly a useful compendium of information about the modern 
American writers from Hemingway and Dos Passos and Faulkner, through Herman Wouk, 
Norman Mailer, Nelson Algren and Cozzens, down to Styron, James Jones and John Howard 
Griffin. About two thirds of these essays have already been printed- chiefly in the 
Saturday Review- but the remaining third were written especially for this book. With 
his usual tolerant and humanistic view, Mr. Geismar has something good to say of all 
of these writers. Of the latest ones, who have created the new barbarism, he makes 
one good point--- these writers' faults and virtues have all been created by World 
War II and its aftermath and they reflect the brutality of that experience. Giving 
due consideration to his latitudinarianism, one wonders if Mr. Geismar has not done 
American literature a disservice by considering these blown-up best sellers as coming 
within the definition of literature at all. Many will feel that their illiteracy, 
their depravity, their over-expanded obscenity, their wordiness, deprive them of the 
right of serious consideration although they are representative of the American Moderns. 
In any case, Mr. Geismar will have provided controversial material for discussion, 
literature- study groups as a background to what America has been and is reading. 
Have a look at the report on the Edmund Fuller (p. 216) for a more pungent angle. 
(LC: 58-8403) 

April 15 


Werth, Alexander Abelard-Schuman 
LOST STATESMAN: The Strange Story of Pierre Mendes-France $5.00 


Journalist, foreign correspondent, an authoritative Britisher writing with 
understanding of France, of Russia - and now turning again to France with a political 
biography of the controversial Mendes-France, whom many have thought was the only man 
who could lead France out of the slough of despond. But Mendes-France's brief stays 
in office have been signalized by events unpopular with the French politicos:- the 
summary ending of the Indo-China wars; home rule in Tunisia; Germany's admission to 
NATO; the effort to cut France's alcoholic consumption; steps towards regularizing 
France's economic and tax structure; undermining EDC, and most of all, his recommenda- 
tions regarding Algiers. It was on this score that he went out of office- and stayed 
out, from May, 1956 on. Werth here traces the story, a difficult one for any reader 
not familiar with France's political kaleidescope. He has chosen to tell it through 
directly quoted extracts from speeches, pronouncements, journalistic jottings, with 
brief running commentary. This for the average reader is difficult reading and it 
requires close concentration to get the whole picture. A special market. 


April 16 


Halle, Louis J. Harper 
CHOICE FOR SURVIVAL $2.75 


The capacity for overwhelming military destruction- for example, through poison 
gas- existed long before the atom bomb. It is a form of understandable hysteria that 
the world should anticipate a nuclear war of annihilation between the United States and 
Russia-. but the deterrents to such a war that have always existed between the nations 
continue to exist. Halle describes these deterrents and foresees that despite the 
danger of limited engagements, such as the war in Korea, all-out destruction does not 
threaten. Optimists are becoming a rare breed- and reasoned, down-to-earth optimists 
like Halle are virtually extinct. Yet he is persuasive, and he preserves historical 
perspective in his rebuttal of the prophets of doom. (LC: 58-6149) 
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April 16 


Harper 


Herrmann, Paul 
| GREAT AGE OF DISCOVERY $6.00 = 
The Conguest by Man in 1955 brought myth and legend and archaeology and the 

dawn of historical record into a fascinatingly coordinated story of the early ventures 
into the unknown. The story carried through to the age of Columbus, where this volume 
picks up the threads. Perhaps because the material is more familiar, has been many times 
told, this lacks the sense of excitement and originality, but Herrman has a knack of 
selecting his material, of impressing and captivating his readers. This too will be 
surely popular - though it is a less impressive achievement. Here are the great Spanish 
and Portuguese explorers, the voyages of Captain Cook, the heroic adventures in "darkest 
Africa"- up to Stanley and Livingstone- not a comprehensive and exhaustive coverage but 

a generous slice of adventuring. The style is fluent though not prepossessing; sex and 
violence get their due share; Herrmann has a dramatic flair, a capacity smoothly and with 
startling speed to shift focus from the psychological state to the engulfing political 
forces of the times, to the circumstances of the weather, to the dangers of mutiny. He 
writes knowledgeably of everything touching upon the theme, ranging widely from such di- 
vergent topics as venereal disease, the tsetse fly, the meteorological phenomena or the 
mechanics of the earliest printing press. It is good entertainment for armchair explorers. 


(LC :57-11783 ) 


Ross, Ishbel . Harper 
FIRST LADY OF THE SOUTH $5.95 


This might well be called the definitive biography of Varina Davis, for Ishbel 
Ross has written a closely documented record, tapping sources- contemporary and intimate, 
as well as the findings of later historians. Throughout the major part of her long life, 
the wife of the President of the Confederacy was an even more controversial figure than 
was Jefferson Davis himself. She made enemies - and their picture was in sharp contra- 
diction to that of her friends. Tempestuous, sharp of tongue, uninhibited, she antagonized 
many who had ventured a shadow of criticism of her adored husband. She had tremendous 
influence with him- and was held responsible more often than was warranted by events. Here 
for the first time are extracts from numerous family letters, until recently unavailable- 
and the picture of the Davis' life comes into rounded form. There are the early days of 
their marriage and life on the plantation; there are the years when Davis (and Varina too) 
were making their mark in Washington; there is Richmond, gay, assured,and then sinking into 
despondency and artificial feverishness; there are the weeks and months of escape, still 
believing that the Confederacy can be salvaged, the war continued, the government reformed- 
somewhere. And then exile- after Jefferson Davis' release from prison; erratic journey- 
ings too and fro, the final years of Davis' life at Beauvoir; and the lonely years when 
Varina Davis rebuilt her own life after his death. It is one tangent of history, for 
rarely does Miss Ross expand the historical background beyond the immediate concern of the 
Davis family. Though some readers may find the outlines blurred by excessively meticulous . 
detail, it does make a distinguished contribution to the understanding of the Civil War 
period, and many of the men and women who played their parts. In the main, it is a sympa- 
thetic dual portrait of a great love story. Illustrated. (1C:57-8180) 





Cook, Fred J. | Morrow 
THE UNFINISHED STORY OF AIGER HISS “| =f $3.50 
‘eoee remains unfinished, but this new examination of some of the inconsistent, 


“illogical and irreconcilable elements in the trial testimony does much to swing the reader 
away from the courtroom verdict and takes its place alcng side of Earl Jowitt's and 
Alistair Cooke's impartial inquiries into the case. Certainly (and this is a rather faint 
compliment) it is far more persuasive than Hiss' own lackluster self-defense which failed 
"to’ convey an impression of complete candor". Except for the one issue- that of guilt by 
association- Cook largely deals with precise points in the testimony:- the "prothonotary 
warbler"- Chambers' most convincing revelation; the "immutable witness"- the pumpkin papers 
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which were surrounded by “hysterical hyperbole"; the rug, the car, the four hundred 
dollars, the Woodstock typewriter- and the margin for error in all this circumstantial 
evidence. The contrasts in the character of the two men prompts the interesting obser- 
vation that if it was Chambers who convicted H¢ss, it is still Chambers who "clouds 

the justice of that conviction” because of the admitted instability of that witness. 
And in conclusion, Cook tosses off a new point of conjecture;-that it was Priscilla 
Hiss who figured more prominently than Alger in Chambers’ accuracy of identification... 
Some of this materialappeared originally in The Nation and it is finely reasoned and 
precisely argued. (LC: 58-8151) 


~ 


April 21 


Magarshack, David- Trans. by Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
TURGENEV'S LITERARY REMINISCENCES $5.00 


For anyone interested in Russian literature, this is a rewarding book. Here 
is the first English translation of the literary memoirs of the great Russian novel- 
ist- but that is not all. The book falls into three sections, and the first is a 
somewhat expanded version of the fine critical, biographical sketch by Edmund Wilson 
which appeared recently in The New Yorker. This gives the strange background, social, 
historical, personal and literary of Turgenev's life. The second section, a preface 
by the translator, gives a somewhat more detailed account of the purely literary cli- 
mate not only of the Keminiscences, but of the whole body of Turgenev's work. The 
Reminiscences themselves consist of thirteen pieces; five of these are literary; the 
last eight are brief but brilliant sketches of episodes in Turgenev's life, such as 
his part as a spectator in the Paris Revolution of 1948, his reaction to a public ex- 
ecution. In all of these, Turgenev is seen as a progressive but moderate Russian, 
who hated the cruelties of serfdom and the indignities of the Czarist state. His deep 
compassion and humanism is always apparent... Beyond the more serious student of 
Turgenev and the Russian novel- this will probably not attract more than a handful 
of miscellaneous readers, but it has a definite, permanent value. (LC: 58-7839 ) 


April 22 
Leuchtenburg, William E. Univ. of Chicago 
Cloth; $3.50 
THE PERILS OF PROSPERITY, 1914-1932 Paper; $1.75 


Extensively documented and badly titled, this professorial book by an asso- 
ciate professor of history at Columbia University is less a factual history of the 
United States from 1914 to 1932 than an effort, by no means unbiased, to give the 
events of these years a sociological and philosophical interpretation. To each gen- 
eration the previous one seems paradise; the author strips this illusion from the 

years of which he writes, telling of their shallow interpretation of the universe, 
their industrial upheavals, their slums and labor tragedies, tracing the development 

of the country from 1914, when she was still fairly close to the early years of the 
Republic, through her first major foreign war, the boom days of post-war prosperity 
with their emphasis on material things, the stock-market crash and the beginnings of 
the Great Depression. In these years a wider social consciousness arose and also wider 
restrictions on thought; by 1932 America was facing new problems, many of them still 
unsolved, caused by the rising dominance of the metropolis, the breakdown of religious 
sanctions and family authority, the growth of industrial concentration and a forced 
participation in power politics. Covering much the same ground as Frederick Allen's 
Only Yesterday but lackirgits pungency and humor, this book, didactic in style, will 
hold little appeal for the general reader or casual historian, but should be useful 

as a reference book for students of the period and also as a side-textbook for classes 
in modern American history. Its greatest value, however, may lie in its excellent 

and lengthy list of reference sources. 
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April 23 [| L} 
Werfel, Alma Mahler & 
Ashton, E. B. Harcourt, Brace 
THE BRIDGE IS LOVE $5.95 















































When Alma Schindler, the daughter of a well known Austrian painter, married 
Gustav Mahler, the great composer and conductor and twenty years her elder, she entered 

a riotous world of temperament among the artistic elite of Europe. Her marriage with 
Mahler was not happy; she was too young and too elemental to understand his gloom-ridden 
intellectual nature and she called him "my abstraction". But she endured it until his 
death, when she had a flamboyant affair with a painter, then married the famous architect- 
Walter Gropius. Shortly after this marriage, she read some verses by Franz Werfel and 
realized that he was her man. She met Werfel a few years later, married him, and together 
they found refuge in America.... An unabashed account of a woman of undoubted attraction, 
little sensibility and considerable egotism, one may question whether those who will be 
attracted by the fame of the men with whom she associated may not also retreat from her 
lack of personal reticence. (LC:58-5923) | 


April 24 


Rogers, Donald I. Holt 
MAKE YOUR INCOME COUNT $3.95 


More ground. rules- for a protected financial future- follows along the same 
lines as the earlier (1956) Save It, Invest It and Retire, recommends saving, as a habit, 
and outlines the types of saving which may serve you best. Banks, insurance, buying a 
home- or real estate as an investment; inflationary hedges; investing- and in what- from 
common stocks to mutual funds to tax-exempt bonds; borrowing; buying a car; making a will- 
all advise the good provider who wants to provide well for himself and his family. A at 
Herald Tribune columnist, Rogers lends a light touch to serious matters. (LC:58-7647) 





April 25 


Gruber, Ruth Hill and Wang 
ISRAEL TODAY: $3.95 
Land of Many Nations 


Primarily a tourist's guide to Israel, this book gives enough of Israel's 
political, cultural and economic history to provide a background for the potential visitor. 
The major cities are described as are the kibbutzim, frontier villages and the many races 
that make up modern Israel. An appendix gives up-to-date information.on transportation, 
hotels, shops, restaurants and currency. Optimistic, dramatic and emotional in its ap- 
proach, Jsrael Today is definitely written from one viewpoint--an admiring one well suited 
to the sympathetic reader and would-be tourist who wants the most recent book on Israel. 
Illustrated. 


April 28 


Knies, Donald Dodd, Mead 
WALK THE WIDE WORLD | $4.00 


---is just what this American traveller did in covering some 80,000 miles and 
48 countries in his 26 months hitch-hike around the world. Through Spain and Portugal, 
the British Isles, North Africa, Europe, the Balkans, the Arab world, India, Ceylon, 
Thailand, Cambodia, Australia, New Zealand, to the Fiji Islands, Hawaii and home again, 
his vagabond tour, at his leisure, took him to places, things and people only a traveller 
with a pack on his back can see. His travel record is as leisurely as his travel pace. 
Pleasant. Illustrated with photographs. (LC:58-8289) 
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April 28 


Sargeant, Winthrop Dodd, Mead 
LISTENING TO MUSIC $4.00 


Music critic of The New Yorker collects many of his weekly columns, from 
1949 to 1957, and offers intelligent, personal and considered reactions rather than 
ironclad appraisals. His introduction analyzes the critic's intent, the triangle of 
composer, performer and audience, the "athletic" and technical testing points which 
can be exactly evaluated and the questions of taste and opinion which are less exact 
in examination. He goes on to detail the weaknesses of contemporary music and present 
the case against formalism:- all of this adding up to a succinct music lecture. His 
chronological writings cover concerts, operas, conductors, composers, performances, 
orchestras, from very good to very bad; he includes a tour of summer music festivals 
in Florence, Vienna, Salzburg, Bayreuth, Munich and Venice; he is as concerned with 
the enjoyment and enchantment of listening as the lack of it and his awareness of the 
many-faceted world of music is not distorted by a soft approach. Interesting for a 
backward look and a forward style. (LC: 58-8287) 


Hoover, Herbert McGraw-Hill 
THE ORDEAL OF WOODROW WILSON $500 L - 


Hoover's contacts with Wilson encompassed the years when he directed relief 
work in Europe, when he served as U.S. Food Administrator, when he was a member of the 
President's War Council - and, from the viewpoint of this book, most importantly, when 
he directed Relief and Reconstruction during the armistice, and served on various key 
committees and advised on others, during the troubled period of the peacemaking. This 
book is a study of the events, and the steps leading thereto that comprised the tragedy 
of Wilson and the world in the formulation of the Peace Treaty and the Covenant of the 
League of Nations. Discussions, minutes, records of agreements and reasons for de- 
cisions and compromises, documentation that informs the facts have been culled to pro- 
duce what somehow manages to be a vigorous, provocative and unusually interesting and 
perceptive study. Hoover's regard for Wilson, his appreciation of the immense contri- 
bution he made, his sympathetic understanding of the temperamental limitations that 
brought about his failures combine to make this an exceedingly valuable portrait. His 
failures came chiefly, however, from his impatience with venality, smallness, greed, 
and the time-worn concepts of the European leaders. It was years before the failure 
at the bar of nations yielded to the ultimate recognition of his greatness, his ideal- 
ism, his crusading qualities. While the man in the street may feel that the pattern 
is slow in forming with interpolation of primary source material and extensive quota- 
tions, the student of history will find this a valuable addition to the growing library 
of Wilsoniana. The current publication of Walworth's definitive biography, Woodrow 
Wilson (see review p. 52) may key special interest on the part of readers in the 
Hoover contribution. (LC: 58-9257) 


Downey, Fairfax David McKay 
THE GUNS AT GETTYSBURG $5.00 


Well written and carefully documented, this book by the author of many books 
on early American history and the Civil War -- Sound of the Guns, Indian-Fighting Army, 
etc. -- deals with artillery in the battle, the guns fired by both North and South. 
Many of these guns still stand at Gettysburg, field-pieces, horse-artillery, Napoleons, 
Parrotts, breech-loading Whitworths and others, their names almost forgotten in these 
days of guided missiles and, oddly, the part they played in the battle also overlooked 
or neglected. This is the story of the battle told from gun replacements and through 
the eyes of the men who manned the guns or commanded them:- the location of batteries 
and the names of commanders on both sides; the havoc wrought by cannon at what was then 
long range; the surge of battle around the guns; the heroism of the gunners; here are 
full firing directions and orders. Here, too, are the great artillery men of the North 
and the South, particularly Meade's chief of artillery, General Henry Jackson Hunt, 
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now, like his guns, almost forgotten; Hunt knew exactly the capacities of his guns and 
the men who fired them and used this knowledge to help bring victory to the North. Both 
factual and exciting, for battle experts and gun-fanciers, for historians of artillery € 
and historians of the Civil War, the book will be an addition to private and public 
libraries and collections. Because of its author's name, if for no other reason, it 
should have further appeal to the general public, or to those readers not exhausted by 
books on the Civil War. Maps. Drawings. Photographs. 
Aprires (|i ay 

Allen, Jerry | a Putnam 

THE THUNDER AND THE SUNSHINE $4.50 


An interesting conjecture, perhaps presumptuous, assumes that Paula, mistress of 
Don Carlos, pretender to the Spanish throne, was the love of Joseph Conrad's life. The 
enigmatic girl whom the prodigal rover met when he was nineteen -- in the course of his 
service to the Carlist cause - served, according to the author's hypothesis, as the proto- 
type for half-a-dozen of Conrad's fictional heroines. She was mistress to the married Don 
Carlos, dismissed Conrad's attentions for those of Don Carlos. Conrad interpreted this as 
self-sacrifice on her part motivated by her desire to shield him from what must have been 
a misalliance. From his boyhood in Poland through the literary acclaim which came to him 
ultimately, the author places this as the central knot in Conrad's life-line + subordinating 
his late marriage at thirty eight to a woman who rescued much of the writing he wished to 
discard. There. are detailed chronicles of the episodes in Conrad's travels which prompted 
much in his work? The pace is lively -- romantic in tone. (1C:58-7441) 


Lee, W. Storrs 





tM, n Putnam 
PANAMA CRUSADE ° |2\ $5.00 


The cut through Culebra, the drilling and dredging of the great ditch took place 
on a battleground beset with formidable impediments. There were elemental opponents - 
pestilence, mosquitos, mountains and earthquakes. The masterminds who forged the colossus eS 
of engineering,- Theodore Roosevelt, Ferdinand de Lesseps, and indomitable John F. Stevens, 
who guaranteed to stay on as head of the canal until it was proven to be feasible, and 
Major George Goethals who succeeded Stevens, following his unexpected resignation, were 
eyed by international critics. Their construction workers spoke 45 languages. Many under- 
stood only the word - siesta. Three men were known to man one wheelbarrow -- they carried 
it filled on their shoulders. Profiteers hiked costs. The author keys his exuberant 
style to the scale of his subject, assessing the imperialistic method in which we took the 
canal, reviewing the pros and cons of a lock canal vs. a sea-level suture. A readership 
which looks for a battle against odds won by men of force will endorse this -- though it 
could have more extensive effect with more clarification of the question mark of the 
future. (LC:58-8905) 


aprit 36 (, 


Pfau, Father Ralph & Lippincott 
Hirshberg, Al PRODIGAL SHEPHERD J $3.95 


"I am a Roman Catholic Priest. I am an alcoholic. And I ama neurotic." This 
long denied admission, to himself, and to others, which whey made- enabled him to control 
his disease and find a new "parish in the world- the world of alcoholics". Father Pfau, 
just prior to his ordination, was tormented by many anxieties and doubts of his worthiness 
to become a priest. His emotional instability was exposed at that time, his vulnerability- 
to alcohol- only a year or so later when he began to drink casually, then steadily, then 
excessively. He had two severe depressions- and was hospitalized; he secured a small 
parish, and was relieved of it, when his drinking habits became known to the Bishop; and 
on a diet of beer, bourbon and bromides, he was unable to stop until through A.A. he 
revealed- to himself and others- that he was an alcoholic. Working tirelessly for this 2 
organization, opening a retreat for alcoholics, lecturing, he again had a period of deep 
depression- and doubt of the validity of his ordination; this too, with medical help, he 
was able to combat, and of course his faith was and still is an enduring strength.... More 
than penance in print, this will serve to guide and hearten others. 
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Taber, Gladys 7 zie 
WHAT COOKS AT STILLMEADOW $3. 95 


An ingathering of recipes that are special favorites with the author, her 
family and friends, these have qualified on the counts of tasting good, easiness of 
preparation, cooking times, and availability of ingredients - which adds up to "Try 
me” for household cooks. Appetizers, eggs and cheese dishes, soups, fish and shell- 
fish, meats, fowl, vegetables, sauces, salads, pancakes, breads and pastries - and 
desserts - make up the contents and there are usually notes for each concoction that 
give its origin (invented, shared, imported, or freely given) and that suggest accom- 
paniments to round out a meal. There's a chapter on kitchen utensils, another on the 
emergency shelf and a third on seasonings. This makes a pleasant culinary companion, 
from purely practical to more ambitious undertakings, from small to large size tables 
- and appetites. 


Varady, Ralph Morrow 
MANY LAGOONS $5.00 


The year that Ralph Varady spent on a deserted copra plantation in Morea, 
French Oceania, would seem to be proof positive that the South Seas of Conrad and 
Maugham still exists. Varady is a romantic realist and though he is fully apprecia- 
tive of the beauty of the islands, a good portion of the book is devoted to the every- 
day affairs of the natives and white traders--pearl fishing, copra drying, fishing, 
trading, religions. Adventures, character sketches and historical background round 
out this picture of an escapist's dream lovingly pictured and skillfully described. 
32 pages of photographs. (LC: 58-6673) 


April ?? 


Long, Georgia Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
ALL ABOUT PORTUGAL $4.00 


What it has to offer, how to get there (and around there- once there), where 
to stay- eat- shop (and what for), the language, the people, something of the history 
and the culture, this makes a pleasant tour of the country, its cities and its islands 
and overseas possessions. From Lisbon- where you will visit this city's markets, 
churches, quarters, musuems, etc. this makes a pilgrimage to Fatima, goes on to 
Coimba and Porto- a really modern city- then South, through many smaller villages, 
and on to the islands. An invitation to travel is pleasantly extended and provides 
the necessary facts and figures. (LC: 58-6773) 


Levaillant, Maurice Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
THE PASSIONATE EXILES $4.75 


The story of the intimate, all-absorbing friendship - and the inseparably 
joined fates, of perhaps the most brilliant and perhaps the most captivating two women 
of Napoleonic France:- Mme. de Stael and Mme. Recamier. The enmity of the Emperor 
provides the setting for the devoted and tragic friendship; the liberal and pan-Ger- 
manic views of Mme. de Stael resulted in her exile (the story is largely set in Switz- 
erland) and in the iron censorship put upon her writings. Juliette Recamier, for 
rejecting Napoleon's attentions, is left financially ruined and is likewise forced 
to flee the country. Against a constantly menacing background, deprived, intimidated, 
the two women carried on their incomparably entangled love affairs, and sustained the 
unique communion between them. To take one strand of their intertwined love lives: the 
son of Mme. de Stael, with her approval, becomes one of Juliette's intensest suitors, 
the while Mme. de Stael in anguished pride, seeks to concealthe birth of an illegiti- 
mate child to the last and youngest of her paramours. The story, all in all, is an un- 
usual, highly ingenious, and delectable bit of historical reconstruction. A period 
piece with emotional overtones. (LC: 58-8551) 
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Gallico, Paul Doubleday 
THE STEADFAST MAN $3 .50/$3.75 ¥ 


This is a biography of St. Patrick, which, if it adds nothing to the meager 
knowledge of Ireland's patron saint assembled by scholars, does present the known data 
along with some plausible conjecture for a popular audience, particularly Catholics and 
especially Irish Catholics. There are only two authentic Patrician documents - the 
Confessions, written when he was near the end of his life, and an epistle of denunciation 
to Coroticus, a Welsh chieftan - and these papers form the basis of this book and are in- 
terwoven liberally. Of this everyone is certain: Patrick was born a Roman citizen in 
Britain early in the fifth century or late in the fourth. He was kidnapped as a boy and 
brought to Ireland where he remained for six years, afterwards escaping. He was educated 
for the priesthood, probably in France, returned to Ireland as a missionary and died there. 
This rendering, although sentimental and repetitious and therefore falling short of worthy 
biography, does much to dispel the vaporous mythopoetics, legendary conjuration, and pious 
hagiographics which have distorted the stature of a man who brought both the Gospel and 
the Latin language to Ireland and who therefore prepared that land as a bulwark of 
Western civilization. (LC:58-6640) 


May 5 


Balchen, Bernt Dutton 
COME NORTH WITH ME $5.00 


* This exciting book by one of the world's foremost aviators is more than the 
"autobiography" indicated in the subtitle; it is also a tale of planes and fliers, ex- 
plorers and war, and the Arctic and Antarctic. Born in Norway of a family of Arctic @ 


explorers, the author as a boy of 12 met Amundsen, his great hero, who had twice naviga-' 
ted the Northwest Passage and had tried to fly over the North Pole. Fourteen years later 
he was in Spitzbergen with Amundsen preparing for what was to be a race for the first suc- 
cessful Polar flight, between Amundsen and Byrd. Byrd won the race, or at the time was 
supposed to have flown over the Pole. With Balchen was Floyd Bennett who brought the author 
to America, where they flew together in many places and where later Baichen worked on 
planes with the great Fokker. In 1927 he flew the Atlantic with Byrd in "America" in the 
Orteig Prize race won by Lindbergh for the first transatlantic flight -- the description 
of the take-off for this flight is one of the best things in the book. The author was 
with Byrd in the Antarctic and himself flew over the South Pole, returning to America to 
red tape and an astonishing enmity from Byrd. He faced his deportation because he had 
gone to the South Pole while not a full U.S. citizen, he was given citizenship by special 
Act of Congress. During World War II, a Captain in the U.S. Air Force, he was first in 
Greenland, re-establishing the Weather Base captured by the Germans; later, among other 
things, helping the Norwegian Resistance Movement with planes unobtrusively based in 
Sweden, a dangerous procedure. A fascinating book written with both frankness and res- 
traint, it should appeal to all explorers and aviators, actual and aspiring. Valuable not 
merely as the autobiography of an unusual man but also as a history of flying and Arctic 
exploration. Illustrated. (1C:58-52k2) : 


Elkon, Juliette Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
A BELGIAN COOKBOOK $3.95 


Belgian cookery is often overshadowed or confused with that of the French- but 
here, regionally arranged, are a great many different dishes- which have in common "an 
opulence, a truculent naivete". They also use, frequently, some of the more difficult- 
to-find ingredients (hare and wild duck and quail) and represent an original as well as a 
indigenous cuisine. Canapes, sauces, stews, breads, cookies and pastries, all offer a 
variety of new taste sensations as well as a challenge to the more enterprising, experi- 
mental cook. Definitely special, in this year of the Brussels fair. (10:58-8592) 
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May 5 

Noyes, Pierrepont B. Rinehart 

A GOODLY HERITAGE $3.95/4.00 


This is an autobiography of a man and a movement - the Oneida Community, 
told in a pleasant, easy-going, warm manner. The Oneida Community was founded in cen- 
tral New York State by the author's father, John Humphrey Noyes as a "Bible Communism" 
experiment in 1848, in which ownership of personal property and marriage was abolished. 
The Community thrived for 30 years, broke up in 1881 - bringing the generation of the 
younger Noyes, then 13, for the first time, face-to-face with the realities of the 
outside world, a world, for example, which regarded them as illegitimate. Noyes at- 
tended Colgate University, was enrolled at Harvard, had to withdraw when his mother 
became ill. He never returned to school, became a salesman in New York City and along 
the East coast for Oneida products which were, at the time, steel goods, canned pro- 
ducts and silverware. He took over the general management of Oneida, planned its 
growth similar to John Ruskin's ideal for workers' communities - a semi-socialist 
manufacturing institution, and accented its line of "Community Silver". In 1917 he 
resigned its management, retaining its presidency, to serve the war effort in Washing- 
ton, and became Rhineland Commissioner in 1919 at Bernard Baruch's insistence. In 
1950, at 80 years of age he resigned the Oneida presidency having brought that exper- 
iment through a remarkable evolution. An admirable story told with restraint and a 
certain nostalgia which is altogether forgivable. (LC: 58-7314) 


May-6 $114 
Clurman, Harold Macmillan 
LIES LIKE TRUTH $4.50 


Most of the pieces which composes this book were originally published as 
theatre reviews in the Nation, the New Republic, and Tumorrow Magazine during the last 
ten years- by the former head of the Group theater and gifted director of such plays 
as Time Remembered, Member of the Wedding. They are held together by an introductory 
essay in which Clurman tries to give coherence and consistency to his point of view 
about the theatre. He is immensely serious about it- and his seriousness is rooted 
in a total view of the theatre as it represents a slice of life and sometimes trans- 
cends it. All elements, writing, scenery, decor, costumes, music should be integrated 
and manifest a sincere and solemn respect for life. This is his basic belief, and he 
views with “unease” much of today's theatre, its competitiveness, corruption and lack 
of values. Many of the reviews are sound and penetrating and they form an interesting 
record of the theatre here and abroad during the last decade. They will be read by a 
special and rather high-minded coterie who will not object to the heaviness of the 
style. (LC: 58-8156) 

May 7 


Ginger, Ray Beacon 
SIX DAYS OR FOREVER? $3.95 
Tennessee vs. John Thomas Scopes 


A broad based consideration of the famous trial of the twenties which “like 
so much evil... began with a sincere effort to do good" and with Tennessee legislator 
Butler's act forbidding the teaching of evolution in the schools. Shaped by many forces, 
the drive for segregation which led to intolerance in other areas, the traditionalism 
in religion which was "shored up by the region's ubiquitous ancestor worship", this is 
as concerned with the social, intellectual and religious climate of the South as the 
trial itself- which was only a symptom. Scopes, too plays a minimal part, a rather 
negligible young man who was talked into being used as a test case bv the American 
Civil Liberties Union ("a drugstore discussion that got past control"). But the trial 
which had its dramatic recreation recently- Inherit the Wind-is still and is here an 
exciting display of two personalities; William Jennings Bryan, its evangelical high 
priest, whose emotional rodomontade was battered and shattered by the brilliant "“agnos- 
tic counsel for the defense"- Clarence Darrow, so that even though the case was lost- it 
was a "victorious defeat" for Darrow... A sharp and thoughtful demonstration of both the 
principles engaged in a conflict between belief- and inquiry- this will attract a liber- 
al-intellectual audience now and it will also be an important book for permanent refer- 
ence. (LC: 58-621 
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Shattuck, Roger Harcourt, Brace 

THE BANQUET YEARS $8.50 


A quadruplicate study proposes the avant guerre artists, Henri Rousseau, Alfred 
Henri Jarry, Erik Satie and Guillaume Appollinaire, as significant figures in their own 
time and influences in the avant garde areas to come. Against the artistic and social 
montage are placed the four who had "the wisdom to know themselves and...the courage to 
be themselves", to defy the conventions of the 18th century in their lives and in their 
works and to impress some riddles along with their accomplishments on their contemporaries 
and successors. Rousseau, the paradox of modern art, linked his primitivism to modernism, 
is considered as legend or truth in his naif presentations; Satie and his two careers in 
music is presented as the self-willed composer in whom experiment and inertia were 
constants; Jarry in his writings and theater lived up to the role he created, "the last 
sublime debauchee of the Renaissance"; Appollinaire, poet and critic, interpreted and 
instructed in spite of the extravaganza of his life. A wide spectrum of deviants, this 
cleverly and clearly marks the artistic upheaval sparked by these dedicated non-conformists 
and offers a panel of cultural history unusual for a serious audience. (LC 358-8578) 


May 12 


Cook, Reginald L. Rinehart 
THE DIMENSIONS OF ROBERT FROST $3.95 


Robert Frost, a quizzical, humorgus, philosophical lyric poet of the first order, 
seems to inspire his friends and admirers to the most unmeasured panegyrics. The present 
volume outdistances all former ones- particularly in its cliches. All will share Mr. 
Cook's entkusiasm for Frost's particular virtues; his concrete sensibility, his glancing 
implications of deeper meaning, his attachment to nature, and ruefully compassionate view 
of man, his wit, dignity and independence. But unfortunately, Mr. Cook's gifts as a writer 
do not compare with his subject- and poetry lovers will probably gain more from returning 
to the source itself. 


Ilma, Viola 





Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
THE POLITICAL VIRGIN $3.50 


When, in 1950, Viola Ilma wrote to 1000 notable people asking for $10 from each 
to finance her trip to Europe, one of the 1000 - the editor of The Ladies Home Journal, 
wrote back "I'm glad I haven't got your nerve in my tooth". The brash, breezy Viola, with 
nerve and verve, the granddaughter of a Swiss missionary to Ethiopia, the daughter of New 
York musicians, chalks up, in this autobiography-to-date, an extraordinary list of schemes 
and happenstances: in 1927, when she was 18, Julian Huxley sent her roses and wrote her a 
sonnet, (she threw the roses in a sink); during the Depression she started the conservati- 
vely radical magazine Modern Youth, (which folded after 4 issues); she organized the First 
American Youth Congress, (in which the Communists outmaneuvered her and stole the show); 
the Communists attacked her as a Fascist, the Fascists distrusted her left-wing leanings, 
later in 1950, the State Department revoked her passport, (it was reinstated); she married 
first a Communist, then the president of a New York meat cutters' local, discarded both; 
roomed with Marguerite Higgins; chatted with Eleanor Roosevelt; began a foundation for 
delinquent children; and is now in the process of initiating public works publicity in 
Ethiopia. An incredible name-dropping record, mainly people from whom she was seeking 
advice or money, usually both. When Viola graduated from Julia Richmond High School in 
New York, she was voted "the typical American high school girl". Too much? 


May 34 b 
Bond, Earl D. Macmillan 
ONE MIND COMMON TO ALL $4.75 


A psychiatrist with some fifty years' experience shows where normality- and 
abnormality- are convergent and emphasizes that there are no black and white, all or 
nothing differentiations between the two; it is a question of degree, and in many instances, 
outlook. Using his own case records, as well as many illustrations from history and 
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literature, he illustrates neurotic attitudes and attributes, deviations and quirks; 
discusses the enigma of the "great man" who is often an unstable one; shows how the 
family can create- or destroy- character, how conscience- or the recognition of right 
and wrong- is important, and how the “downward drift" has many manifestations in 
retreat to the final escape- death. There are closing remarks on psychiatry and 
psychiatrists and their role in modern society.... A sometimes sketchy presentation 
but it is easily accessible and written primarily for that uninformed audience which 
still attaches a sense of fear and shame to the subject of mental health. (LC :58-5050) 


May 13 


Oliver, James A. ; Macmillan 
SNAKES IN FACT AND FICTION $4.50 


The Curator of Reptiles of the New York Zoological Society separates the 
truth from fiction in this herpetological study which combines folklore and myth, 
facts about world wide varieties, and many incidents of exploring,collecting and 
handling. From the great snakes of legend, to sea serpents and hoaxes, to the giant 
snakes - anaconda, python, boa constrictor- he goes on to tell of the enormous meals 
eaten by snakes, which are the aggressive (they are really being defensive), the 
dangerous kinds: he informs on snake charmers and the family life of reptiles, where 
there are snakes and where there are not, the enemies of snakes and actual expe- 
riences of other herpetologists. A book of special interest in its field and with a 
definite place in natural history. Illustrated. (1C:58-8154) 


May 14 
Shapley, Harlow Beacon 
OF STARS AND MEN $3.50 


Man in the universe conceived by modern science - and the implications of 
this predicament, such is the theme of this book. Especially, among the implications, 
is a derisio and an attack upon all anthropocentric philosophies and schemes of 
existence. shapley is a rabid misanthrope, on a cosmic ratherthan the familiar social 
plane, and within the bindings of evolutionary theory, physics, astronomy and bio- 
chemistry. And yet there is harmony, in the most profound sense comfort, in the over- 
arching view that Shapley finally achieves, for he contacts, modifies and humbles 
the achievements and significance of man, he extends, glorifies and enriches the 
processes of nature. Man the doer, the knower, man in his magical being suffers; but 
man as part and parcel of the universe, man as inseparable from all organic and 
inorganic essences since the dawn of time, finds his own true role and a form of dig- 
nity. The scientific lore adduced by Shapley is as exciting as it is in itself 
pertinent. As a writer, he is at once serene and trenchant. A small book, but one 
to be prized and wondered at, even by laymen. (LC:58-6242) 


Welker, Robert H. Beacon Press 
A DIFFERENT DRUMMER $5.95 


Subtitled The Odyssey of a Home-Grown Rebel this overlong book is in part 
autobiography and a chronicle of war experiences, in part a diatribe against war it- 
self. The best part of the book is that dealing with the author's youth in Altoona, 
Pa., where he was born near the close of World War I and where he grew up, developing 
a lifelong interest in birds. Like the rest of his generation he was caught in World 
War II and served with the Army in North Africa and Italy; he saw no active combat but 
in various positions behind the front met the by-products of war, encountering an un- 
believable number of sadistic, stupid and incompetent officers, experiences which 
fired his rebellion against war. This he voices in lengthy strictures, particularly 
against the Korean War and Truman, of whom he makes the surprising comment, "for his 
statesmanship (regarding Korea) Mr. Truman was rewarded with bitterness and scorn and 
at last with political.defeat". Heavy-handed,filled with endless pages of purported 
soldier talk, the book is too ponderous to appeal to the casual intelligent reader; 
as it is in no way a distinctive addition to the vast list of war autobiographies its 
value to any library is doubtful. (LC:58-6249) 
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May 14 


Mulac, Margaret E. Harper 
FAMILY FUN AND ACTIVITIES $3.95 = 


From Fun and Games, The Party Game Book, this offers a broader program for 
creative leisure at all times which will strengthen the foundations of family life and 
increase the shared interests of parents and children. There are recommendations of 
many kinds; arts and crafts, whether for special occasions or everyday enjoyment; camping; 
hobbies; cooking; nature trips; picnics; games; gardening; vacations- and how to be pre- 
pared on many counts; even chores- for the children. All of this should encourage many 
kinds of immediate and more enduring activities which are both pleasurable and profitable, 
and a possible counteroffensive against that 17" interloper. Illustrated. (LC:58-6162) 


Muller, Herbert J. Harper 
THE LOOM OF HISTORY $6.95 


This enchanting title will lure readers who may not be wholly prepared for a 
serious study of Asia Minor and its contribution to world civilization. His Uses of 
the Past (Oxford & New American Library) will have briefed alert students of the area on 
the profiles of former societies which are further expanded in the new study. Fragments 
of vanished civilizations are available to today's scholars - and Professor Muller has 
gone back to the Bronze Age in his extensive exploration of the sources. Asia Minor is 
viewed as bridge and battleground, and the successive influences and contributions weighed 
as East and West came into conflict. He concentrates on the cities, but not to the ex- 
clusion of the countryside - using them perhaps as symbols of periods and cultures. Where 
archaeology has revealed the historic bases of myths and legends, he has made them part 
of his historical survey. The Hittites - only newly reassessed as to the scope of their 
influence; the Phrygians, the Lydians, the Persians, the Greeks- and the contribution made 
by each, take their place in the march of history. Muller's recurrent theme seems to be 
that the Greeks, as the first to embark on the adventure in freedom, launched the greatest a 
world drama in history and were a far greater factor than Christianity (here and at 
various other points he differs sharply from Toynbee). The triumph of Mohammedanism comes 
as a relatively late phase and provides the last sections of the study, as he traces the 
establishment of Islam in Anatolia, where the Seljuk Turks prepared the way for the Ottoman 
Turks who brought all Asia Minor under the Moslems. In Mohammed he finds a stronger 
historical foundation than Christianity can claim. ‘He analyzes throughout the interde- 
pendence of Christianity on Judaism, on paganism, on the classical world; he feels that 
it might- after 300 years- have fallen into desuetude had not Constantine imposed it as a state 
religionand established the Byzantine Empire, with its positive and negative contributions 
to history. Ina brief paragraph it is impossible to compass the scope of the material, 
the challenge of the argument, the interpretation of events and personalities. It is a 
rich tapestry, and with the vital importance of Asia Minor in the current scene, it fills 
the gaps in our knowledge of vanished glories, and closely interwoven strands of influences 
drawn from both East and West. Illustrated with 16 pages of photographs and maps. (LC:58- 


7301) 


Fuller, Edmund Random House 
MAN IN MODERN FICTION $3.50 


The basis of this discussion of writers and trends in contemporary fiction is 
the author's concern with the image of man displayed therein. Working from his frame 
of reference- the image of man that is found in the Judeo-Christian moral tradition- Mr. 
Fuller explores the philosophical roots (or lack of them) that explain such writers as 
Mailer, Jones and Steinbeck. Having given the background, he then goes on to deal with 
more specific aspects of the present cultural climate: the treatment of women and sex in 
fiction; the baleful influence of the clinical viewpoint; the organization man and the € 
hipster as seen by Wouk and Kerouac; ‘the compassion for the bum and the brute; Joyce and 
his influence; the theories of James W. Aldridge. In his concluding chapter, Mr. Fuller 
points out the path away from one present literary dilemma by asking for a reappraisal and 
refocusing of the vision of ourselves and our species in terms of the great tradition of 
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man which has shaped the constructive history of the modern world. A welcome change 
from the coterie judgments of the academic critics, this book is penetrating, to the 
point, and worthy of study by readers, writers and editors. Others may enjoy Mr. 
Fuller's wit and devastating gift for demolishing popular idols. (1C:58-7664) 


May ? 


O'Brien, Justin- fd. Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
FROM THE V.R.F. $5.00 


In these 45 selections from the famous French literary monthly, the 
Nouvelle Revue Francaise, Justin O'Brien limits his choices to those published in 
the years between the two world wars when France was the leader in arts and letters 
and the W.R.F. published just about every author who was influential, important and 
vital in molding and contributing to the cultural climate. Grouping his selections 
under the headings of Aesthetic Attitudes, Judgment and Appraisals, Principles and 
Credos, and Social Commitments, the editor has included essays by such men as Gide, 
Valery, Breton, Mauriac, Claudel, Malraux, Bergson, Montherlant, Maritain, Benda 
and De Rougemont. One could question some of the editor's choices and his exclusion 
of fiction and poetry, but this anthology remains a must for readers interested in 
modern literature and the men who have shaped it. (LC:58-6986) 


May ?7 


Bethers, Ray Hastings House 
ART ALWAYS CHANGES $3.95 
How to Understand Modern Painting 


Marcel Proust once said, "Thanks to art, instead of seeing only one world, 
our own, we see it under mltiple forms, and as many as there are original artists." 
The author carries out this theory in an attempt to make contemporary painting com- 
municable to more laymen. He demonstrates the variety of interpretations possible to 
many painters by doing many versions, in varied styles, of the same subject matter. 
We have not seen the illustrations. The text is lucid. The theme is hardly contro- 
versial. There is a capsule critique and analysis of those schools which were pre- 
cursors of the contemporary scene. 


Sandoz, Mari Hastings House 
THE CATTLEMEN $6.50 


* This thundering book by the author of Qld Jules, etc. is the story of the 
vast cattle industry of the American west; stupendous in length, concept and achieve- 
ment, it is the result of a lifetime of knowledge and research. Born in Nebraska, 
the author cut her teeth on the cattle wars of the last century- her uncle was killed 
in them and her father, Old Jules, was threatened with death in the conflict between 
cattle barons and small settlers. But the book deals with more than cattle wars; it 
is the tale of cattle themselves in the West from their first coming to Texas, lowing 
in the dust of Coronado's men, to the present day; its range is the West from Texas 
to northern Montana, from the Mississippi and Missouri to the Rockies. The herds 
increased in Texas, and so did the demand for beef; with the coming of the railroad 
came also the yearly cattle drives; and the great ranches such as the King Ranch and 
the Goodnight empire were born. The cattle boom of the early 1880's, rivaling the 
South Sea Bubble, collapsed with the blizzards of 1886 and '87, which decimated the 
herds, but the cattle barons did not die nor did the settlers and the wars for control 
of the range began and led to violence and brutality on both sides. The whole story 
is here, long but never dull, written with humor and understatement. This is a book 
to be bought, not borrowed, and it is one of enduring if somewhat specialized appeal. 
An invaluable addition to all libraries of American history, it is a book to be 








cherished by collectors of Western Americana as well as others who delight in the story 


of the West. Illustrated. Index. (LC :58-8277 ) 
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Singer, Burns Houghton Mifflin & 
LIVING SILVER gq 215 


Through the experiences of Jan, a Polish refugee, the author gives an interesting 
picture of the commercial fishing industry in Britain. And its locale is the deterrent 
to the potential readership of this simply written, expressive and informative book. For 
excepting the fascinating descriptions of the habits and migrations of the fish themselves 
and some of the methods of catching fish, the subject is too specifically British to have 
the universal appeal of The Sea Around Us, to which the publishers compare this book. 


(LC :58-7580) 
A Late Arrival ni Wh fo 


Haskell, Frank A. Houghton Mifflin 
THE BATTLE OF GETTYSBURG $3.50 


This eye-witness account of the Battle of Gettysburg, one of the outstanding 
factual reports in Civil War literature, has long been consulted by historians; this 
book, superbly edited by Bruce Catton, brings the document within reach of the general 
public. Haskell, a Vermonter born, graduate of Dartmouth, was practising law in Madison, 
Wisc., when the War started. Enlisting almost at once for the North he made a name for 
himself with the "Iron Brigade" of the Army of the Potomac and was an aid to its con- 
mander, General Gibbon; at Gettysburg, where he was badly wounded, he distinguished him- 
self for daring and leadership. His account of the battle written a few weeks afterwards 
has never been surpassed, not merely because he himself fought in the three-day struggle 
and saw it with a soldier's eye, but also because he was an excellent reporter and could & 
write clear and intelligent English. History has corrected the few inaccuracies of the 
report; the account itself, particularly that of Pickett's Charge, stands as one of the 
definitive records of the War. Edited and annotated by an authority on the subject, the 
book is a "must" for all public, college and historical libraries and private Civil War 
collections. Historians and students of the conflict will welcome it and it may also 
appeal to the general reader who is tired of fictional accounts of the great battle. 


(3Hez. LC :58-7228) 
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